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THE “WEIGHT” IS OVER: Andrea Anders, Chris Pine, Kirsten Vangsness AND Scott Wolf LAUNCH THE WEST COAST PREMIERE 

OF NEIL LABUTE’S FAT PIG AT THE GEFFEN PLAYHOUSE 

Jo Bonney Directs the West Coast Premiere of Neil LaBute’s Provocative Play in the Audrey Skirball Kenis Theater at the Geffen Playhouse

May 5 through June 10, 2007; Opening night is Friday, May 11, 2007

LOS ANGELES, March 27, 2007 — Jo Bonney, who also directed the 2004 World premiere production in New York, heads for the left coast and helms the West Coast premiere of Fat Pig: Neil LaBute’s cynical play that explores a larger-than-life dilemma when love and affection go against the grain of conventional society.  Television veteran Scott Wolf (Tom) and Kirsten Vangsness (Helen) take the lead on debating morality as Chris Pine (Carter) and Andrea Anders (Jeannie) agitate conscience.
Looking for Ms. Right, Tom meets Helen and is bowled over by her wit, her intellect and her interests, with one problem:  Helen is fat. Overcoming his own bias for her love, Tom doesn’t account for the reaction of friends and co-workers, forcing a man to choose between the woman he loves and how others perceive her.  

The original production dates for this run have changed; previews performances for Fat Pig are May 5 through May 10, 2007, with Opening Night occurring on Friday, May 11th.  The play runs through June 10, 2007.  

New York’s MCC Theater debuted LaBute’s play Fat Pig in fall 2004.  Directed by Jo Bonney, the original cast featured Jeremy Piven (Tom), Ashlie Atkinson (Helen), Keri Russell (Jeannie) and Andrew McCarthy (Carter).

NEIL LaBUTE (PLAYWRIGHT)

Neil LaBute (Writer, Director, Playwright) received his Master of Fine Arts degree in dramatic writing from New York University and was the recipient of a literary fellowship to study at the Royal Court Theatre.  Films include: 
In the Company of Men (New York Critics’ Circle Award for Best First Feature, Filmmakers’ Trophy at the Sundance Film Festival), Your Friends and Neighbors, Nurse Betty, Possession, and The Shape of Things, a film adaptation of his play by the same title.  His latest film Wicker Man, starring Nicolas Cage, was released in September 2006.  Plays include: bash: latter-day plays, written by LaBute and staged in New York in 1999 and London in 2000, both directed by Joe Mantello; The Shape of Things which LaBute wrote and directed for London and New York in 2001; The Distance From Here, written by LaBute, which ran at the Almeida Theater in London in spring 2002 (directed by David Leveaux) and in New York in spring 2004 (directed by Michael Greif); and The Mercy Seat, written and directed by LaBute in New York in fall 2002.  In spring 2004, the MCC Theater 
-more-

performed five of his one-act plays, collectively titled Autobahn. MCC staged LaBute’s play Fat Pig, directed by Jo Bonney, in fall 2004.  In spring 2005, his play This Is How It Goes premiered at New York’s Public Theater, directed by George C. Wolfe.  In May of that year, the play debuted at The Donmar Warehouse in London, directed by Moises Kauffman.  Also in May 2005, LaBute’s play Some Girl(s) premiered on London’s West End, directed by David Grindley.  In November 2005, he directed the premiere of his one-man, one-act play Wrecks in Cork, Ireland.  In May 2006, Some Girl(s) had its New York debut at the Lucille Lortel Theater.  MCC Theater staged and Jo Bonney directed.  In October 2006, LaBute once again directed Wrecks, this time for the New York premiere at the Public Theater.  LaBute is the author of several fictional pieces that have been published in The New Yorker, The New York Times, Harper’s Bazaar, and Playboy among others.  A collection of his short stories was published by Grove/Atlantic in October 2004.

Jo Bonney (DIRECTOR)

Alan Ball's All That I Will Ever Be (New York Theatre Workshop); Eric Bogosian's subUrbia; Charles Fuller's A Soldier's Play and Lisa Loomer’s Living Out (Second Stage, NY); Will Power's The Seven (New York Theater Workshop; Lucille Lortel 'Best Musical' Award); Neil LaBute's Fat Pig and Some Girls; (MCC Theater, NY); Carol Churchill's Top Girls (Williamstown Theatre Festival); Christopher Shinn's On the Mountain (Playwrights Horizons, NY); Nilo Cruz's Anna in the Tropics (Arena Stage, Washington, DC); Universes’ Slanguage (New York Theatre Workshop / Mark Taper Forum); Lanford Wilson’s Fifth of July (Signature Theatre, NY; Lucille Lortel Best Revival Award); Jose Rivera’s Adoration of the Old Woman (La Jolla Playhouse) and References to Salvador Dali Make Me Hot (The Public Theater, NY); Diana Son’s Stop Kiss and Anna Deavere Smith’s House Arrest  (The Public Theater, NY); Jessica Goldberg’s Good Thing (The New Group, NY); John Osborne’s Look Back in Anger (Classic Stage Company, NY); Danny Hoch’s Some People and Jails, Hospitals & Hip-Hop (USA/Britain); numerous works by Eric Bogosian (solos and plays, USA/Britain). Bonney is the recipient of a 1998 Obie Award for Sustained Excellence of Direction and the editor of Extreme Exposure: An Anthology of Solo Performance Texts from the Twentieth Century (TCG). 
Andrea Anders (Jeannie) 

Broadway: The Graduate with Kathleen Turner and Lorraine Bracco; Proof with Mary Louise Parker. Regional: On the Jump (Arena Stage); New Doors (Guthrie Theatre). Film: The Steppord Wives; 50/50 produced by Levinson/Fontana. Television: The Class (Series Lead); Joey (Series Lead); News to Me (Pilot/Series Lead), Tru Calling; Spellbound (Pilot/Series Lead); Oz (Recurring), Law & Order.   EDUCATION:  M.F.A. Acting Rutgers University
Chris Pine (Carter)


Off-Broadway: The Atheist (Center Stage, NY). Regional: Big Love; The Burden of Flowers; The Marriage of Bette & Boo; Once in a Lifetime; The King Stag; All That’s Shiny; Lola; Frank’s Wild Years; Renaissance; A Window (Williamstown Theatre Festival). LOS ANGELES: A Month In The Country (Antaeus Theatre Company). Film: Carriers; Smokin’ Aces; Blind Dating; Just My Luck; Princess Diaries II; The Bulls. Television: Six Feet Under; Surrender; Dorothy, American Dreams; CSI: Miami; The Guardian; E.R. Education: University of California, Berkeley and University of Leeds, UK.

Kirsten Vangsness (Helen)

Los Angeles:  Mulholland Christmas Carol (L.A. Weekly Award); Fan Maroo, F**cking Wasps, Fish Without Flippers, Learned Ladies (Theatre of NOTE); Book of Liz (The Blank); God’s Country, Bright Room Called Day, 
Slippery People (Open Fist); Vangsness/McQueen (L.A. Drama Critics Circle Natalie Schafer Award); Pefuct; Bipolar By Thursday; Arms and the Man; Mack and Mable; Annie; Top Girls and others.  Film: In My Sleep, Shooting Blanks. TELEVISION: Criminal Minds, LAX. Education: California State University Fullerton

Scott Wolf (Tom)




BROADWAY: Side Man (John Golden Theatre).  REGIONAL: Observe The Sons of Ulster, Marching Towards the Somme (Williamstown Theater Festival, and the Lincoln Center), Far East and Dead End (Williamstown Theater Festival). FILM: Emmett’s Mark, Go, Evening Star, and White Squall.  TELEVISION: The Nine (Series Regular), 
-more-

Everwood (Series Regular), Spin City (Recurring), Party of Five (Series Regular), and Picking Up & Dropping Off (ABC Family).
ABOUT THE GEFFEN PLAYHOUSE

Awarded the Preservation Award by the Los Angeles Conservancy, the Award of Excellence from the Society of American Registered Architects, and the Architectural Award of Excellence by the Los Angeles Business Council for its acclaimed 2005, $19 million renovation, the Geffen Playhouse begins its 11th season in 2006/2007, enjoying its stature as a leading West Coast theater company and the crown jewel of Los Angeles theater. Noted for its 

intimacy and celebrated for its eclectic mix of classic and contemporary plays, provocative new works and musicals, the Geffen continues to present a body of work that has garnered national recognition. Named in honor of entertainment mogul and philanthropist David Geffen, who donated one of the largest gifts ever made to an already-constructed theater, the company is headed by Producing Director and President of the Board 
Gilbert (Gil) Cates, Artistic Director Randall Arney and Managing Director Stephen Eich, and has produced eight world premieres, four Tony, four Pulitzer, and seven Obie-award winning shows in its storied 11 seasons. Proudly associated with UCLA, the Geffen welcomes more than 130,000 patrons each year, and maintains an extensive education and outreach program, designed to engage young people and the community at large in the arts. For more information, please visit geffenplayhouse.com.
LOUNGE 

Poised as a relaxing alternative for fast-paced Angelenos, Lounge Fridays help patrons ease into their weekends. Situated in the Reading Room of the Geffen Playhouse, guests enjoy a complimentary drink and savory bites while listening to music from emerging artists.  Lounge access is included in the single ticket price for Fat Pig on May 18 and May 25, 2007.

EDITORS PLEASE NOTE:  
Geffen Playhouse is located at 10886 Le Conte Avenue, Los Angeles (Westwood), CA 90024

FAT PIG (West Coast premiere)
Written by Neil LaBute

Directed by Jo Bonney
Show runs May 5, 2007 through June 10, 2007

Previews: May 5 – May 10, 2007
Opening Night: May 11, 2007 
Cast
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Production Credits

Louisa Thompson
Scenic Designer

Tina Haatainen Jones
Costume Designer

Lap-Chi Chu

Lighting Designer

Colbert S. Davis IV
Sound Designer

Lee Savage 

Associate Set Designer

Frankie Ocasio 

Production Stage Manager

Tickets ($55) are on sale now at the Geffen Playhouse box office, online at GeffenPlayhouse.com, via credit card phone order at 310.208.5454, at all Ticketmaster outlets (Robinsons May and Ritmo Latino locations), or by calling Ticketmaster at 213.365.3500. Eight performances are scheduled per week: Tuesday through Thursdays at 8 p.m.; Fridays at 8:30 p.m.; Saturdays at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m. and Sundays at 3 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.  Adult rush tickets ($35) and student rush tickets ($15) are available 10 minutes prior to curtain. For general information or to request a brochure, call 310.208.5454, or visit GeffenPlayhouse.com.
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