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TWO COMMISSIONED PLAYS BY THE GEFFEN PLAYHOUSE, 
LEAD ROLES BY ANNETTE BENING, CHRISTINE LAHTI AND LAURIE METCALF 
PLUS A NEW AMERICAN MUSICAL BY NASHVILLE LUMINARY
MARCUS HUMMON AND ACTOR ADRIAN PASDAR 
HIGHLIGHT THE 2007/2008 SEASON
Five Plays on the Main Stage Features a West Coast, an American and the World Premiere of a Long-Anticipated Commissioned Play by Donald Margulies
A Newly Commissioned Play by Jane Anderson Begins the Season
 in the Audrey Skirball Kenis Theater
Geffen Playhouse Participates in Suzan-Lori Parks’ 365 Days/365 Plays This Fall

2007/2008 Season Begins September 10, 2007 and runs through July 27, 2008

LOS ANGELES, June 4, 2007 – The Geffen Playhouse continues polishing its artistic plans for 2007/2008 with the announcement of the new season’s productions by Producing Director Gil Cates.  Next year is filled with dynamic writing and thought-provoking storylines by Jane Anderson, Daniel Beaty, Marcus Hummon and Adrian Pasdar, Donald Margulies, Joanna Murray-Smith, and Wendy Wasserstein that are invigorated by actors such as Annette Bening, Christine Lahti and Laurie Metcalf.  Two exciting commissioned plays and a multiple of World, American and West Coast premieres highlight the main stage and the Audrey Skirball Kenis Theater at Geffen Playhouse.  Additionally, the theater begins its fall season by participating in Suzan-Lori Parks’ grassroots theater project, 365 Days/365 Plays.
“The power of writing and the distinct collection of authors promise a season of stirring, eclectic and unique opportunities for the Geffen Playhouse.  From Anderson to Wasserstein, the range of topics is both current and exciting.  You may exit our building next season with a double take, thinking twice about your long-held convictions,” says Gil Cates, producing director.  ”We have authors at the top of their game and actors at their very best with Annette, Christine, and Laurie.”
As previously announced, Academy Award winner Christine Lahti plays Laurie Jameson in Wendy Wasserstein’s final play, Third.   Maria Mileaf directs the West Coast premiere and first play of the new season on the main stage.  Mileaf previously helmed Yasmina Reza’s The Unexpected Man at the Geffen Playhouse in fall, 2001.  However The Best is Yet to Come: The Music of Cy Coleman, the World premiere musical devised by Larry 
-more-

Gelbart and David Zippel, is postponed, and in its place is the World premiere of Atlanta.   Singer-songwriter Marcus Hummon and actor-director Adrian Pasdar developed the progressive new musical, which mixes select prose by William Shakespeare with original bluegrass music and country tunes.
The Geffen Playhouse begins 2008 with the American premiere of The Female of the Species, a wildly, wicked new comedy from one of Australia’s best known young writers, Joanna Murray-Smith.  Annette Bening takes center stage as Margot Mason, a feminist literary giant at home in her country haven who is having uncharacteristic trouble with her next masterpiece.  The unexpected arrival of a young female fan lights a fuse that is destined to blow Margot's world apart.  The fourth play on the main stage is still unconfirmed but the season concludes with the long-anticipated commissioned play by Pulitzer Prize winner Donald Margulies.  The Elephant in the Room focuses on Sarah Goodwin, a seasoned photojournalist seriously wounded while covering a war, as she tries to resume a normal life at home. The Geffen Playhouse previously produced Margulies’ Collected Stories (1998-1999 season) and Dinner with Friends (2000-2001 season).
Written and directed by Jane Anderson, the World premiere presentation of The Quality of Life begins the 2007/2008 season in the Audrey Skirball Kenis Theater at Geffen Playhouse.  Laurie Metcalf, the 2006 Ovation Award winner for her portrayal of Kate Keller in the Geffen’s All My Sons, stars. While the Geffen Playhouse has commissioned other plays, this is the first to be produced by the Westwood-based theater company.  In The Quality of Life, a couple turned Born-Again after the death of their daughter visits their left-leaning cousins in the Berkeley Hills who've just lost their home to a wildfire.   In their heartbreaking efforts to fend off despair, the couples fight each other for the moral high ground, throwing a light on the cultural rift in America. The Geffen Playhouse previously produced Anderson’s Looking for Normal (2000-2001 season) which also featured Metcalf.

Tentatively scheduled for production in the Audrey (with dates to be announced) is Daniel Beaty’s Emergence-See!   Beaty takes on more than 40 different characters as they respond to a 400-year old slave ship that rises out of the Hudson River in his critically acclaimed one-man show.
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365 DAYS/365 PLAYS (Non-subscription)
By Suzan-Lori Parks
Directed by Michael Hackett
Week of September 10, 2007

Produced by more than 700 theaters worldwide, the Pulitzer Prize-winning dramatist has written 365 new plays to be performed over 365 days.  Fifty theaters throughout Los Angeles have taken on this exciting project, and 
-more-

we are pleased to be participating in the week of September 10th.  Under the direction of Michael Hackett, the event is free, although reservations are required.  Subject matter for the plays varies.
Named one of Time magazine’s “100 Innovators for the Next New Wave,” Suzan-Lori Parks is one of the most exciting and acclaimed playwrights in American drama today. She is the first African American woman to receive the Pulitzer Prize in Drama for the Broadway hit Topdog/Underdog and is a MacArthur “Genius” Award recipient, among her many other honors. Her numerous plays include In the Blood (2000 Pulitzer Prize Finalist), Venus (1996 OBIE Award), The Death of the Last Black Man in the Whole Entire World, Imperceptible Mutabilities in the Third Kingdom (1990 OBIE Award for Best New American Play), and The America Play. 
Michael Hackett is a Professor of Theater in the School of Theater, Film and Television at UCLA. He has directed for the Royal Opera, Covent Garden; the Royal Theatre at The Hague; the Centrum Sztuki Studio and Dramatyczny Theatre in Warsaw; the Los Angeles Philharmonic at the Hollywood Bowl; the Los Angeles Opera (children’s series); the L.A. Theatre Works and the Getty Museum. Recently he has directed and composed fragments from Elektra by Euripides for the Eugene O’Neill Theater Center in Connecticut, and has directed six productions for KCRW and KPCC/National Public Radio including Wilde’s An Ideal Husband with Jacqueline Bisset, Martin Jarvis, and Alfred Molina. 
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THIRD (West Coast premiere)
By Wendy Wasserstein

Directed by Maria Mileaf
September 11—October 21, 2007

Opening Night: September 19, 2007

Starring Christine Lahti as Laurie Jameson

The subscription season commences with Third, Wendy Wasserstein’s final and most morally ambiguous play, bringing into question the limitations of the left.  Maria Mileaf directs the West Coast premiere of Third; she previously helmed Yasmina Reza’s The Unexpected Man at the Geffen Playhouse in fall, 2001.  Set in the uncertain months surrounding America’s launch of the second Gulf War in Iraq, Third discovers hypocrisy where you least expect it – in the heart and mind of a modern, female, politically correct educator.  Laurie Jameson (played by Christine Lahti), a Literature professor at a prestigious New England university, is convinced she has her 3rd generation jock student pegged as another disinterested, entitled, white male.  Her talent for deconstructing Shakespeare is second only to her talent for finding the Feminist perspective in the great works 
-more-

of literature.  When Woodson Bull, III turns in a brilliant paper on King Lear, she pursues a case of plagiarism bringing to light her own prejudices, proving that his narrow life experience is far less blinding than her so-called liberal ideals.
Academy Award winner Christine Lahti has a long history with Wendy Wasserstein, as this is her “third” portrayal of the playwright’s female protagonists.   Ms. Lahti first played the role of Heidi Holland on Broadway for nearly four months in the Pulitzer Prize winning play The Heidi Chronicles, and also starred in Lifetime 
Channel’s An American Daughter, based on Wasserstein’s critically acclaimed play.  Ms. Lahti’s familiarity with Wendy’s work and her affinity for political activism provide the best possible scenario for an insightful look into a character caught at a moral and ethical crossroad.
Third debuted at the Lincoln Center Theater on October 24, 2005 and was directed Daniel Sullivan.  The play featured two-time Academy Award-winning actress Dianne Wiest as Laurie Jameson, Amy Aquino as Laurie’s friend and colleague, Charles Durning as Laurie’s father, Gaby Hoffmann as her daughter, and Jason Ritter as Woodson Bull, III (“Third”), the accused student. 
For the past 20 years, Wendy Wasserstein’s voice has helped define feminism for the American Theater, creating strong intellectual heroines in the modern world.  Dying of cancer at the young age of 55, Wasserstein left a catalog of indelible plays including The Sisters Rosenweig, Isn’t It Romantic, An American Daughter, Old Money, and The Heidi Chronicles which was honored with the Tony Award for Best Play and the Pulitzer Prize for Drama.  In 2007, she was posthumously inducted into the American Theatre Hall of Fame for her wry, smart, and often highly comical plays, which explored topics ranging from feminism to family to ethnicity to pop culture.
Maria Mileaf recently directed Glen Berger’s Underneath The Lintel at the Duchess Theatre on the West End starring Richard Schiff. Her favorite directing credits include Yasmina Reza’s The Unexpected Man at the Geffen Playhouse, John Beluso’s A Nervous Smile and Lucy Prebble’s The Sugar Syndrome at Williamstown Theatre Festival, Lee Blessing’s Going To Saint Ives (Outer Critics Circle Award/Best New Play 2005) for Primary Stages,  Alex Gerston-Vasilleros' The Argument at the Vineyard, Kira Obolensky's Lobster Alice at Playwrights Horizons, Vijay Tendulkar's Sakharam Binder and Eric-Emmanuel Schmitt's Monsieur Ibrahim and the Flowers of the Koran for The Play Company ,and Neena Beber's Hard Feelings at The Women's Project.  In July 2007, Maria directs Noel Coward’s Blithe Spirit at Williamstown Theatre Festival.
CHRISTINE LAHTI (Laurie Jameson)

BROADWAY: "The Heidi Chronicles" (Plymouth Theater), "Present Laughter" (Circle in the Square), “Scenes and Revelations” (Circle in the Square), "Division Street" (Ambassador Theater), and "Loose Ends" (Circle in the Square). OFF-BROADWAY: “Three Hotels” (Circle Rep. Theater; Drama Desk Nomination), "Little Murders" 
-more-

(Second Stage; Obie Award winner), "Landscape of the Body," "The Country Girl," "The Woods" (Public Theater; Theater World Award), "Hooters" (Playwrights Horizons). REGIONAL: “Three Hotels” (Mark Taper Forum), "Cat on a Hot Tin Roof" (Long Wharf Theater), "Summer and Smoke" (Ahmanson Theater), "Love Letters” (NY and LA Stages), “Moon for the Misbegotten” (Williamstown Theater Festival) and “The Lucky Spot” (Williamstown Theater Festival). FILM: "Leaving Normal," "The Doctor,” "Funny About Love,” "Gross Anatomy," "Running on Empty" (Los Angeles Film Critic’s Award; Golden Globe Nomination), "Housekeeping," "Just Between Friends," 
"Whose Life Is It Anyway?" "...And Justice For All,” and "Swing Shift" (New York Film Critics’ Circle Award;

Academy Award and Golden Globe Nominations).  TELEVISION FILMS: “"No Place Like Home" (Golden Globe winner and Emmy Nomination), An American Daughter” (Lifetime; Golden Globe Nomination), “The Ellie Nessler Story” (USA Network), “Women Vs. Men” (Showtime), “Out Of The Ashes” (Showtime), “Revenge of the Middle Age Woman” (CBS), “The Pilots Wife” (CBS), “Open House” (CBS), “The Book of Ruth” (CBS), "Amerika" (Emmy 
and Golden Globe Nominations), "The Executioner’s Song," "The Last Tenant,” "Crazy From the Heart" (TNT), "The Fear Inside" (Showtime), and "The Good Fight" (Lifetime).  TELEVISION: “Chicago Hope” (Emmy and Golden Globe Awards winner) “Jack & Bobby” (SAG and Golden Globe Nomination; Prism Award winner), and a recent appearance on NBC’s “Studio 60 on the Sunset Strip.”  AS DIRECTOR: “My First Mister” and “Lieberman in Love” (Academy Award winner for Live Action Short Film).  
The West Coast premiere of Third begins preview performances on September 11, and continues through October 21, 2007.  Opening night is September 19, 2007.  

ATLANTA (World premiere)
By Marcus Hummon and Adrian Pasdar

Music by Marcus Hummon

Book by Marcus Hummon and Adrian Pasdar

Director TBD

November 20— December 30, 2007
Opening Night:  November 28, 2007

Grammy Award winner and Nashville dignitary, Marcus Hummon partnered with actor, writer and director Adrian Pasdar on an epic subject, and infused it with intimacy and vibrancy.  With a completely rewritten book since its initial production in Music City, Atlanta is a whole new kind of musical.  Toward the end of the Civil War, in the waning days of the Confederacy, a young Yankee, Paul, assumes the persona of a Confederate soldier in order to keep alive behind enemy lines.  In joining the Confederate camp lead by Colonel Medraut, he discovers slaves trained as Shakespearean actors, and subplots held within the lives he’s permeated.  Paul, in assuming the role of Rebel Andrew Watson, becomes the recipient of his haunting love letters from a woman named Atlanta.  As his loyalty grows to his new Southern brothers, so does his love for Atlanta.  Filled with bluegrass and country music set to the Bard’s best-known soliloquies and sonnets, Atlanta is a true American World premiere.  It asks where we stand on love of country, on racial divide and most of all, for what we are willing to fight.  
Atlanta was originally developed at the Actor's Bridge Ensemble Theatre, Nashville's incubator of new theatrical works. The workshop production was directed by Bill Feehely and produced by Vali Forrister at the Tennessee Performing Arts Center's Johnson Theater in 2005. 
-more-

The citizens of Music City know him as one of the most successful songwriters in Nashville with big hits by Dixie Chicks, Rascal Flatts, Wynonna, Tim McGraw, Bryan White, among others.  But to an ever-larger audience in the theater community, Marcus Hummon is known for increasingly challenging, innovative and intellectually 
stimulating musical dramas. However, the artist-songwriter now has hit a creative stride that is turning out to be the most rewarding period of his career - one that also includes a book of poetry, four stage musicals, and even the lyrics for the PBS children's cartoon series “Book of Virtues.”
Adrian Pasdar stars in NBC's hit ensemble drama series "Heroes" as Nathan Petrelli and has appeared in numerous hit televisions shows and movies including “Judging Amy," "Mysterious Ways," "Profit," "Feds, " "Desperate Housewives," "Touched by an Angel,” "The Twilight Zone," "The Outer Limits" and "Great Performances." Pasdar began his career in "Top Gun" when he was cast as Chipper alongside Tom Cruise and since then, he has embraced cable and independent films.  Pasdar has also written and directed a short film titled "Beyond Belief" and directed the feature film "Cement," starring the late Chris Penn and Sherilyn Fenn. 

 
Atlanta begins preview performances on November 20, and continues through December 30, 2007.  Opening night is November 28, 2007.   

THE FEMALE OF THE SPECIES (American premiere)
By Joanna Murray-Smith

Director TBD

February 5 – March 16, 2008

Opening night: February 13, 2008

Starring ANNETTE BENING as Margot Mason

Margot Mason (played by Annette Bening) is a feminist literary giant at home in her country haven who is having uncharacteristic trouble with her next masterpiece.  The unexpected arrival of a young female fan lights a fuse that is destined to blow Margot's world apart. The Geffen Playhouse raises the roof in 2008 with the American premiere of The Female of the Species, a wildly, wicked new comedy from one of Australia’s best known young writers, Joanna Murray-Smith.  With twists and turns along the way, Margot’s visitors debate her mixed best-selling messages of womanhood and inconsistent, nihilistic points of view.  Nevertheless to Margot, a handsome, impressive monster, “feminism needs theatricality or it’s just one big pompous whinge.”
Academy Award nominated and Golden Globe winner Annette Bening returns to the Geffen Playhouse after nine years since her acclaimed and breathtaking portrayal of Hedda Gabler in 1999.  None other than Bening’s razor sharp theatrical skills, honed by her classical training at the American Conservatory Theater (ACT), can make the contemporary farce, physical comedy and unflappability in the center of chaos believable.  Annette Bening as 
Margot Mason is a match made in heaven.
-more-

The Melbourne Theatre Company produced the World premiere of The Female of the Species on August 30, 2006 at the Arts Centre Playhouse in Australia.
Joanna Murray-Smith’s other plays include Honour, Rapture, (both of which won the Victorian Premier's Literary Award for Best Play), Nightfall, Redemption, Bombshells (starring Caroline O'Connor in sell-out seasons in Australia and overseas), Love Child and Flame. Joanna’s novels include Truce, Judgement Rock and Sunnyside.  According to the Australia Council, Joanna Murray-Smith and Daniel Keene account for half of all foreign productions of Australian plays. In recent years, Joanna has had productions in New York, San Francisco, Finland, Holland, Germany, South Africa, Israel and the West End (Diana Rigg in Honour), amongst others.

ANNETTE BENING (Margot Mason)
Broadway: “Costal Disturbances” (Tony nomination). Off-Broadway: “Spoils of War.” Other Los Angeles: “The Cherry Orchard” (Center Theater Group), Alan Bennett’s “Talking Heads” (Tiffany Theater), “Hedda Gabler” (Geffen Playhouse).  Regional: “Arms and the Man,” “Pygmalion,” “The Chalk Garden,” “Our Town,” “The Sleeping Prince,” “A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” “Macbeth,” “Romeo and Juliet,” “King John,” “Anthony and Cleopatra,” “Hamlet,” “The Two Gentlemen of Verona” and others. Film: “Running With Scissors”  (Golden Globe and SAG nominations), “Being Julia” (Golden Globe Award, National Board of Review Award, Oscar and SAG nominations), “What Planet Are You From?,” “American Beauty” (SAG and BAFTA awards, Oscar and Golden Globe nominations), “In Dreams,” “The Siege,” “The Grifters” (Oscar nomination), “The American President”  (Golden Globe nomination), “Mars Attacks!,” “Richard III,” “Open Range,” “Love Affair,” “Bugsy” (Golden Globe nomination), “Regarding Henry,” “Guilty By Suspicion,” “Valmont,” “Postcards From The Edge,” “The Great Outdoors.” Television: “Mrs. Harris” on HBO (Emmy, SAG, and Golden Globe nominations). Education: San Francisco State University and the American Conservatory Theater.
The Female of the Species’ American premiere begins preview performances on February 5, 2008, and continues through March 16, 2008.  Opening night is February 13, 2008.   This presentation is produced in association with David Richenthal.
PLAY 4 TBD



Director TBD

April 15 – May 25, 2008

Opening night: April 23, 2008

THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM (World premiere/Geffen Playhouse commission)
By Donald Margulies

Director TBD

June 17 – July 27, 2008

Opening night: June 25, 2008

The 2007/2008 season concludes with the World premiere of a long-anticipated commission by Pulitzer Prize-winner Donald Margulies.  The Elephant in the Room focuses on Sarah Goodwin, a seasoned photojournalist seriously wounded while covering a war, as she tries to resume a normal life at home.   Her attitudes toward love and work suddenly called into question, Sarah struggles to make sense of her relationship with her longtime 
-more-

lover, James, her role as a photographer as exploited by her editor, Richard, and her place in the world.  Sarah finds an unlikely antagonist in Mandy, Richard's deceptively guileless - and very young - new girlfriend.  In his latest drama, the author of Dinner with Friends, Collected Stories and Sight Unseen, takes another provocative 
look at the way we live now.  The Elephant in the Room raises tough questions about our responsibility to loved ones and to strangers less fortunate; to our homeland and to distant nations; to our professions and to society; and ultimately to ourselves.  

Margulies was first produced off-off-Broadway in 1982 (Luna Park), and off-Broadway, by Joseph Papp, in 1984 (Found a Peanut).  His career breakthrough took place in 1992 with Sight Unseen, which won an Obie for Best New American Play, was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and enjoyed a nine-month run off-Broadway. His many plays include Brooklyn Boy; The Loman Family Picnic; Pitching to the Star; Zimmer; What's Wrong With This Picture?; The Model Apartment; God of Vengeance; and, most recently, Shipwrecked! The Amazing Adventures of Louis de Rougemont (as Told by Himself) - An Entertainment.  Dinner With Friends - the story of a seemingly happy couple who re-examine their own relationship when their best friends decide to divorce - won Margulies a 2000 Pulitzer Prize for Drama and went on to become an international success. In addition to Sight Unseen, he was also nominated for a Pulitzer for Collected Stories, a play about a Jewish writer who is betrayed by her young disciple.  Elected to the Dramatists Guild Council in 1993, Margulies has received grants from Creative Artists Public Service (CAPS), New York Foundation for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Arts, and the John Simon Guggenheim Foundation.  In 2000 he was honored with the Sidney Kingsley Award given to a playwright for his body of work, and in 2005 he was given an Award in Literature by the American Academy of Arts and Letters.  Margulies is an Adjunct Professor of English and Theatre Studies at Yale University.

The World premiere of The Elephant in the Room begins preview performances on June 17, and continues through July 27, 2008.  Opening night is June 25, 2008.   The Geffen Playhouse previously produced Margulies’ Collected Stories (1998-1999 season) and Dinner with Friends (2000-2001 season).
____________________________________________________
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THE Quality of Life (World premiere/Geffen Playhouse commission)
Written and Directed by Jane Anderson

October 2 – November 18, 2007

Opening night: October 10, 2007

Starring LAURIE METCALF as Jeannette

Written and directed by Jane Anderson, the World premiere presentation of The Quality of Life begins the 
-more-

2007/2008 season in the Audrey Skirball Kenis Theater at Geffen Playhouse.  While the Geffen Playhouse has commissioned other plays, this is the first to be produced by the Westwood-based theater company.  Laurie Metcalf, the 2006 Ovation Award winner for her portrayal of Kate Keller in the Geffen’s All My Sons, stars. Dinah and Bill, a conservative Christian Midwest couple who're still recovering from the loss of their daughter, have decided to visit their left-leaning cousins, Jeannette (played by Ms. Metcalf) and Neil who've lost their house and everything they owned in a wildfire.  Now living in a yurt on the scorched site of their former home, Neil faces a terminal illness with a pragmatic and grief-defying Zen approach.  When Dinah and Bill arrive for lunch, Jeannette and Neil's stubborn equanimity is replaced by the perfect storm.  In true Anderson form, The Quality of Life takes on tough socio-political questions and personalizes them with questions about morality, self-righteousness and our right to live and die by our own design."

Jane Anderson is a multi-award winning writer and director who has created some of the most thought-provoking television, theater and film in the last decade. Her plays have been produced Off-Broadway and in theaters around the country, including Actors Theatre of Louisville, McCarter Theatre Center, Long Wharf, ACT, Geffen Playhouse, and The Pasadena Playhouse.  Her published plays include:  Looking for Normal, The Baby Dance, Defying Gravity, Lynette At 3 a.mSmart Choices For The New Century, and numerous short plays including., and The Last Time We Saw Her. 
Works written for the screen and directed by Ms. Anderson: The Prizewinner of Defiance, Ohio; Normal (adapted from her play Looking for Normal, which premiered at the Geffen); When Billie Beat Bobby; The Baby Dance (adapted from the play); and the first segment of If These Walls Could Talk II (starring Vanessa Redgrave).  She wrote The Positively True Adventures of the Alleged Texas Cheerleader-Murdering Mom for which she received an Emmy, a Penn Award and Writers Guild Award for best teleplay.  Her other screenwriting credits include:  How To Make An American Quilt and It Could Happen To You.
LAURIE METCALF (Jeannette)

BROADWAY: “My Thing of Love” (Martin Beck Theatre). OFF-BROADWAY: “Bodies, Rest and Motion,” “Educating Rita,” “Balm in Gilead.” INTERNATIONAL: “All My Sons” (National Theatre, London). REGIONAL: Laurie Metcalf is an original member of The Steppenwolf Theatre Company in Chicago.  Among her Steppenwolf credits are “Frankie and Johnny in the Clair de Lune,” “The Beauty Queen of Leenane,” “My Thing of Love,” “Wrong Turn at Lungfish,” “Educating Rita,” “You Can't Take It With You,” “Coyote Ugly” (also Kennedy Center), “The Miss Firecracker Contest,” “Cloud 9,” “And a Nightingale Sang...,” “True West,” “Loose Ends,” “Arms and the Man,” “Balm in Gilead,” “Waiting for Lefty,” “The Glass Menagerie” “Exit the King,” “The 5th of July,” and “Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead;” “School for Scandal” (Williamstown Theatre Festival), “Getting Out” (Wisdom Bridge Theatre), “Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?” (Northlight Theatre), “The Man Who Came to Dinner” and “Member of The Wedding” (Columbia College, Chicago). GEFFEN PLAYHOUSE: “Looking for Normal” and “All My Sons” (2006 Ovation Award winner for Lead Actress in a Play). FILM: Her film work includes “JFK,” “Internal Affairs,” “Desperately Seeking Susan,” “Making Mr. Right,” “Scream II,” “Leaving Las Vegas,” “Dear God,”” U-Turn,” “Uncle Buck,” “Bullworth,” “Runaway Bride” and “Toy Story.” TELEVISION: She also co-starred on the hit television show “Roseanne” and “The Norm Show.”
-more-
The World premiere of The Quality of Life begins preview performances on October 2, and continues through November 18, 2007.  Opening night is October 10, 2007.  The Geffen Playhouse previously produced Anderson’s Looking for Normal (2000-2001 season).

Emergence-See! 
 
Written and Performed by Daniel Beaty

Director TBD

Dates TBD
A slave ship rises out of the Hudson River in front of the Statue of Liberty sending the nation into a whirlwind of emotion and exploration in this solo tour de force featuring slam poetry, multi-character transformation, and 
song. Award-winning artist Daniel Beaty portrays a cast of 40 characters including a homeless man, a scientist, a Republican business executive, a street vendor and an 11-year old boy from the projects who all respond to this stunning phenomenon. In his critically acclaimed one man show, Beatty takes us on our own 400 year old journey in order to see a clear picture of where we stand now. Through the character’s individual responses to the ship and their varied testimonies on identity and personal freedom, Emergence-See! weaves a stirring commentary on modern black life.
Emergence-See! received its New York premiere at The Public Theater on October 10, 2006 with direction by Kenny Leon.   Production dates at the Geffen Playhouse for Emergence-See! to be announced.
Daniel Beaty is an award winning actor, singer, writer and composer most recently seen on the third and fourth seasons of HBO's “Russell Simmons Presents Def Poetry,” a guest artist on NBC's “Showtime at the Apollo” 
with Ruben Studdard, and on BET's “106 & Park.” Daniel's writings and compositions have been performed at The Public Theater, Brooklyn Academy of Music (BAM), New York Theater Workshop, La Mama, American Conservatory Theater, Yale University, The NAACP National Convention, The SCLC National Convention, and various other venues. Daniel is the 2004 Grand Slam Champion at the world famous Nuyorican Poet's Café and the Fox Networks National Redemption Slam Champion. His show Emergence-SEE! has been reviewed as a "brilliant, spellbinding performance" by the Amsterdam News and "a dazzling 90 minutes…full of memorable moments… intense…hilarious" by the New York Times.

GEFFEN PLAYHOUSE 2007/2008 SEASON ACTIVITIES ____________________________________________________



The 2007/2008 season also features popular Geffen Playhouse social activities including the return of Wine Down Sundays and newly created LOUNGE Fridays, plus Talk Back Tuesdays and Girls Night Out at the Geffen.  These programs are designed to engage theatergoers to build upon their evening at the Geffen with new wines and refreshments plus noteworthy discussions on the art they’ve just witnessed.

 -more-

Wine Down Sundays

“Wine Down Sundays” returns the Geffen Playhouse for the 2007/2008 season.  The popular evening enhancement offers complimentary wine tasting (with all single ticket purchases) before each Sunday evening performance. 

Girls Night Out at the Geffen
Designed as a social gathering with like-minded people, “Girls Night Out at the Geffen” is a series of one-night only, festive events following a main stage performance. Events have included wine & beer tastings, a director Q&A and a cocktail party with signature spa treatments.  The special events associated with “Girls Night Out at the Geffen” are included in the single ticket price.  

Talk Back Tuesdays

The Geffen’s Tuesday night series targets those who crave stimulating conversation after a play.  Pre-show tasting of coffee and tea compliments of Peet's Coffee & Tea kick off the evening as the Geffen artists come out on stage and take questions from the audience after the performance.
LOUNGE Fridays

Poised as a relaxing alternative for fast-paced Angelenos to ease into their weekend, the Geffen has launched a series of Friday night gatherings during the run of each main stage production.  Situated in the Reading Room of the Geffen Playhouse, guests enjoy a complimentary drink and savory bites while listening to new music from emerging artists.  Access to “Lounge” is included in the single ticket price. 
Subscriptions to the 2007-2008 season are now available for purchase online at GeffenPlayhouse.com, in person at the Geffen Playhouse Box Office, or by calling Subscriber Services at (310) 209-1328.  Single tickets go on sale July 1, 2007, and may be purchased in person at the Geffen Playhouse Box Office or by phone at (310) 208-5454, 
by calling Ticketmaster at (213) 365-3500, at all Ticketmaster outlets (Robinsons May and Ritmo Latino locations), or online at GeffenPlayhouse.com. For general information or to request a brochure, please call (310) 208-5454.

ABOUT THE GEFFEN PLAYHOUSE

Awarded the Preservation Award by the Los Angeles Conservancy, the Award of Excellence from the Society of American Registered Architects, and the Architectural Award of Excellence by the Los Angeles Business Council for its acclaimed 2005, $19 million renovation, the Geffen Playhouse is currently (2006/2007) in production of its 11th season, enjoying its stature as a leading West Coast theater company and the crown jewel of Los Angeles theater. Noted for its intimacy and celebrated for its eclectic mix of classic and contemporary plays, provocative new works and musicals, the Geffen continues to present a body of work that has garnered national recognition. Named in honor of entertainment mogul and philanthropist David Geffen, who donated one of the largest gifts ever made to an already-constructed theater, the company is headed by Producing Director and President of the Board Gilbert (Gil) Cates, Artistic Director Randall Arney and Managing Director Stephen Eich, and has produced nine world premieres, seven Tony, four Pulitzer, and six Obie-award winning shows in its storied 11 seasons. Proudly associated with UCLA, the Geffen welcomes more than 130,000 patrons each year, and maintains an extensive education and outreach program, designed to engage young people and the community at large in the arts. For more information, please visit geffenplayhouse.com.

EDITORS PLEASE NOTE:

Geffen Playhouse

10886 Le Conte Avenue, Los Angeles (Westwood), CA 90024

310-208-5454 (Box Office)

www.geffenplayhouse.com

-more-
___________________________________________
GEFFEN PLAYHOUSE 2007/2008 SEASON 

SPECIAL ENGAGEMENT

_____________________________________________


365 DAYS/365 PLAYS (Non-subscription)
By Suzan-Lori Parks
Directed by Michael Hackett
Week of September 10, 2007

____________________________________________
GEFFEN PLAYHOUSE 2007/2008 SEASON 

MAIN STAGE PRESENTATIONS
___________________________________________


THIRD (West Coast premiere)
By Wendy Wasserstein

Directed by Maria Mileaf
September 11—October 21, 2007

Opening Night: September 19, 2007

Starring Christine Lahti as Laurie Jameson
ATLANTA (World premiere)
By Marcus Hummon and Adrian Pasdar
Music by Marcus Hummon

Director TBD
November 20— December 30, 2007
Opening Night:  November 28, 2007

THE FEMALE OF THE SPECIES (American premiere)
By Joanna Murray-Smith

Director TBD

February 5 – March 16, 2008

Opening night: February 13, 2008

Starring ANNETTE BENING as Margot Mason

PLAY 4 TBD

Director TBD

April 15 – May 25, 2008
Opening night: April 23, 2008

THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM (World premiere/Geffen Playhouse commission)
By Donald Margulies

Director TBD

June 17 – July 27, 2008

Opening night: June 25, 2008

-more-
_____________________________________________
GEFFEN PLAYHOUSE 2007/2008 SEASON 

AUDREY SKIRBALL KENIS THEATER at Geffen Playhouse

_____________________________________________


THE Quality of Life (World premiere/Geffen Playhouse commission)
Written and Directed by Jane Anderson

October 2 – November 18, 2007

Opening night: October 10, 2007
Starring LAURIE METCALF as Jeannette
Emergence-See!
 
Written and Performed by Daniel Beaty

Director TBD

Dates TBD
Performances on the main stage are Tuesdays through Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.; Fridays at 8:00 p.m.; Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.; and Sundays at 2:00 and 7:00 p.m. Performance times for productions at the Audrey Skirball Kenis Theater at the Geffen Playhouse vary; please visit GeffenPlayhouse.com or call the box office at 310-208-5454 for specific performance times. 

# # #










