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GREG GERMANN, ALICIA SILVERSTONE AND JON TENNEY 

DEBATE THE ART OF MOVIE-MAKING IN DAVID MAMET’S 

SPEED-THE-PLOW AT THE GEFFEN PLAYHOUSE

Artistic Director Randall Arney, Who Led Last Year’s All My Sons Production to the 

2005 Ovation Award for Best Play, Directs this Trio Cast in a Satire about Hollywood 

January 30, 2007 through March 25, 2007; Opening night is February 7, 2007

LOS ANGELES, December 21, 2006 — Artistic director of the Geffen Playhouse, Randall Arney, is set to direct the next production on the theater’s main stage.  Speed-the-Plow, penned by the award-winning David Mamet, begins preview performances on January 30, 2007 and opens on February 7.  Starring Greg Germann (Charlie Fox), Alicia Silverstone (Karen) and Jon Tenney (Bobby Gould), Speed-the-Plow is a fast-paced satirical look at Hollywood executives and their monetary decisions in moviemaking profits over the art of cinema.  

Nearly 20 years after its Broadway premiere, the play delves into the world of studio executive Bobby Gould who must choose between green lighting a formulaic prison-breakout drama with a big star attached, and an obscure mystical novel about the end of the world.  Gould’s dilemma includes making a fortune or wanting “to do good.”  

Arney previously directed the Geffen’s critically acclaimed production of Arthur Miller’s All My Sons, which won rave reviews in the 2005/2006 season.  All My Sons received eight nominations and received the Ovation Award for Best Play by the LA Stage Alliance.

Mamet’s Speed-the-Plow was first presented on May 3, 1988 by Lincoln Center Theatre at the Royale Theater on Broadway, and opened to rave reviews.  Directed by Gregory Mosher, the cast included Joe Mantegna (Bobby Gould), Ron Silver (Charlie Fox) and Madonna (Karen).  The first Los Angeles production was staged at the Odyssey Theatre in April 1997, directed by Elina de Santo, featuring actors Casey Biggs (Bobby Gould) and Jack Stehlin (playing Charlie Fox).
DAVID MAMET (PLAYWRIGHT)

David Mamet is the author of the plays “Boston Marriage,” “Faustus,” “Oleanna,” “Glengarry Glen Ross” (1984 

Pulitzer Prize and New York Drama Critics Circle Award), “American Buffalo,” “Lakeboat,” “The Water Engine,” “The Woods,” “Sexual Perversity in Chicago,” “Reunion,” and “The Cryptogram” (1995 Obie Award).  His translations and adaptations include “Faustus,” “Red River” by Pierre Laville and “The Cherry Orchard,” “Three Sisters” and “Uncle Vanya” by Anton Chekhov.  His films include “The Postman Always Rings Twice,” “The Verdict,” “The Untouchables,” “House of Game” (writer/director), “Oleanna” (writer/director), “Homicide” (writer/director), “The
Spanish Prisoner” (writer/director), “Heist” (writer/director) and “Spartan” (writer/director).  Mr. Mamet also authored “Warm and Cold,” a book for children with drawings by Donald Sultan, and two other children’s books, “Passover” and “The Duck and the Goat;” “Writing in Restaurants,” “Some Freaks,” and “Make-Believe Town,” three volumes of essays; “The Hero Pony” and “The China Man,” a book of poems; “Three Children’s Plays,” “On Directing Film,” “The Cabin,” and the novels “The Village,” “The Old Religion” and “Wilson.”  His most recent books include the acting books, “True & False” and “Three Uses of The Knife.” “Glengarry Glen Ross” was awarded the Tony Award for Best Revival in 2005 and his latest play “Romance” has been produced in New York City, London and Los Angeles. 

randall arney (DIRECTOR)
Arney begins his seventh season at the Geffen Playhouse where he directed Arthur Miller’s All My Sons (2005 Ovation Award for Best Play), Richard Greenberg’s Take Me Out, Stephen Jeffreys; I Just Stopped by to See the Man, Rebecca Gilman’s Boy Gets Girl, David Rambo’s God’s Man In Texas, and Conor McPherson’s The Weir. He is an ensemble member and former artistic director of Chicago's Steppenwolf Theatre, where he directed I Just Stopped By To See The Man; The Beauty Queen of Leenane, Death and the Maiden, Curse of the Starving Class, Bang, A Walk in the Woods, Killers, and The Geography of Luck. He directed the world premiere of Picasso at the Lapin Agile at Steppenwolf, as well as the subsequent Los Angeles (Westwood Playhouse, Drama-Logue Critics' Award), Off-Broadway, San Francisco, Washington D.C. and Tokyo productions. Under Arney's artistic leadership (1987-1995), Steppenwolf grew from a grass roots theater into an internationally recognized ensemble. He oversaw the design, creation and construction of a state-of-the-art theater facility (including two theaters), and created a New Plays Program. Broadway transfers under his helm include The Rise and Fall of Little Voice; The Song of Jacob Zulu (six Tony Award nominations); and The Grapes of Wrath (1990 Tony Award, Best Play). His honors include four Joseph Jefferson Award nominations for directing, two for acting, the Eastern Illinois University Distinguished Alumnus Award, and serving as a jurist for the National Endowment for the Arts. Prior to Steppenwolf, he was an associate professor at Columbia College in Chicago, where he taught acting and directing, and associate professor at Illinois State University.

GREG GERMANN (CHARLIE FOX)

Broadway/Off-Broadway:  Member of Circle Repertory Company and Ensemble Studio Theatre including “A Narrow Bed,” “Remedial English,” “Assassins,” “Apocalyptic Butterflies,” “The Person I Once Was,” “Biloxi Blues,” and “War Games.” Film: “Friends with Money,” “Talladega Nights: The Ballad of Ricky Bobby,” “Sweet November,” “Down To Earth,” “The Last Producer,” “Jesus’ Son,” “Committed,” “Caught In The Act, “Down & Derby,” “Once Around,” “Clear and Present Danger,” “Culture,” “Pete’s Garden,” among others. Television movies:  “Darrow” (American Playhouse/PBS) Series regular: “In Case of Emergency,” “Ally Mc Beal, ” and “Ned & Stacy,” Guest appearances: “Desperate Housewives,” “The Bernie Mac Show,” “The Twilight Zone,” ”Ellen,” “L.A. Law,” among others.  

ALICIA SILVERSTONE (KAREN)

Broadway: “The Graduate” Los Angeles: “Boston Marriage,” (Geffen Playhouse), “Carol’s Eve” (Met Theatre). Film: “The Crush,” “Clueless,” “Batman and Robin,” “Blast From the Past,” “Love’s Labour’s Lost,” “Beauty Shop,” “Moscowzer,” “Stormbreaker,” “Hideaway,” “The Babysitter,” “True Crime” and “Le Nouveau Monde.” Television movies: “Candles on Bay Street” (CBS/Hallmark) and “The Cool and the Crazy” (Showtime) Series regular: “Miss Match,” (Golden Globe nomination) Braceface (executive producer/voice of lead character; Daytime Emmy nomination), “The Wonder Years.” Upcoming:  “Singles Table” (NBC mid-season replacement)
JON TENNEY (BOBBY GOULD)

Broadway: “The Heiress.” Off-Broadway: “Tartuffe,” The Impossible Marriage,” “Brighton Beach Memoirs,” “Biloxi Blues,” “The Substance of Fire,” “Sweet Sue,” “Beggars in the House of Plenty,” and “A Shayna Maidel.” National tours: “The Real Thing” Regional:  “Romeo and Juliet,” (Old Globe Theatre/San Diego) and four 
seasons with the Williamstown Theatre Festival. Film: “Looking for Comedy in the Muslim World,” “You Can Count on Me,” “With Friends Like These,” “Fools Rush in,” “Tombstone,” “Nixon,” among others. Television movies: “The 

Twilight of the Golds,” (Showtime), “Homecoming,” (Showtime).  Series regular: “The Closer,” “The Division,” ”Kristin,” “Brooklyn South,” “Crime and Punishment.” Guest appearances: “CSI: Crime Scene Investigation,” “Without a Trace,” “The District,” “Will & Grace,” and “Lois & Clark,” “Murphy Brown.” 

ABOUT THE GEFFEN PLAYHOUSE

Awarded the Preservation Award by the Los Angeles Conservancy, the Award of Excellence from the Society of American Registered Architects, and the Architectural Award of Excellence by the Los Angeles Business Council for its acclaimed 2005, $19 million renovation, the Geffen Playhouse begins its 11th season in 2006/2007, enjoying its stature as a leading West Coast theater company and the crown jewel of Los Angeles theater. Noted for its 

intimacy and celebrated for its eclectic mix of classic and contemporary plays, provocative new works and musicals, the Geffen continues to present a body of work that has garnered national recognition. Named in honor of entertainment mogul and philanthropist David Geffen, who donated one of the largest gifts ever made to an already-constructed theater, the company is headed by Producing Director and President of the Board Gilbert (Gil) Cates, Artistic Director Randall Arney and Managing Director Stephen Eich, and has produced eight world premieres, four Tony, four Pulitzer, and seven Obie-award winning shows in its storied 11 seasons. Proudly associated with UCLA, the Geffen welcomes more than 130,000 patrons each year, and maintains an extensive education and outreach program, designed to engage young people and the community at large in the arts. For more information, please visit geffenplayhouse.com.
EDITORS PLEASE NOTE:

Geffen Playhouse

10886 Le Conte Avenue, Los Angeles (Westwood), CA 90024

SPEED-THE-PLOW 

Written by David Mamet

Directed by Randall Arney 

Show runs January 30—March 25, 2007

Previews: January 30 – February 6, 2007

Opening Night: February 7, 2007

Sign Interpreted: Sunday, February 18, 2007 at 2 p.m.
Media sponsors: K-Mozart, KCRW-FM and Indie 103.1

Opening Night sponsor: Venice Magazine

Cast

GREG GERMAIN

Charlie Fox

ALICIA SILVERSTONE
Karen

JON TENNEY

Bobby Gould

Production Credits

Scenic and Costume Designer:  Robert Blackman

Lighting Designer:  Daniel Ionazzi

Production Stage Manager:  Michelle Magaldi

Assistant Stage Manager:  Dana V. Anderson

Tickets ($35 to $69) are on sale now at the Geffen Playhouse box office, online at GeffenPlayhouse.com, via credit card phone order at 310.208.5454, at all Ticketmaster outlets (Robinsons May and Ritmo Latino locations), or by calling Ticketmaster at 213.365.3500. Performances are Tuesdays through Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.; Fridays at 8:00 p.m.; Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.; and Sundays at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Adult rush ($35) and student rush ($15) tickets are available 10 minutes prior to curtain. For general information or to request a brochure, call 310.208.5454, or visit GeffenPlayhouse.com.
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