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THE GEFFEN PLAYHOUSE TOASTS THE WORLD PREMIERE OF 

CARRIE FISHER’S ONE-WOMAN SHOW 

WISHFUL DRINKING
Written and Performed by This One-of-a-Kind Hollywood Royal, Wishful Drinking Chronicles the Ups and Downs of a Roller Coaster Life
November 7—December 23, 2006; 

Audi sponsors Opening Night November 15, 2006

LOS ANGELES, October 27, 2006 — Does art imitate life or life imitate art?   Either way, life itself becomes the basis for Wishful Drinking, a one-woman show penned and performed by none other than the remarkable Carrie Fisher.  Staging her life’s experiences in the World Premiere spotlight of the Geffen Playhouse, Fisher narrates the episodes of her chaotic life with brutal honesty and banter: from her unusual childhood as the daughter of Debbie Reynolds and Eddie Fisher to her involvement with a little movie called Star Wars®, from her marriage to Paul Simon to the successes of her novels and screenplays, from her struggles with substance abuse and mental illness to the bliss of being a mother…to a teenager.

Directed by Joshua Ravetch, Wishful Drinking begins preview performances on November 7, 2006 with opening night commencing on November 15.  The production continues through December 23, however there is no performance scheduled for November 17 or November 23 (Thanksgiving).  

Using humor as her elixir of choice, Fisher holds the audience captive with hilarious and touching tales of her roller coaster life and the never predictable world of Hollywood. With unequivocal insights and secrets revealed, Fisher paints a rich portrait of a woman who has not only survived but flourished. Accompanied at the piano by Gerald Sternbach, Fisher breaks into song throughout her monologue, allowing the lyrics to accentuate the mood just like the golden age of movie musicals.  And yes, she can sing – it’s in her genes.

-more-

CARRIE FISHER (WRITER/PERFORMER) 
Since her feature debut opposite Warren Beatty in “Shampoo” in 1975, Carrie Fisher has been a compelling force in the film industry.  She attained international recognition as Princess Leia, a role that made her a cultural icon, in the box office sensation Star Wars and the smash hit sequels The Empire Strikes Back and Return of the Jedi.  Other acting credits include “The Blues Brothers,” “Garbo Talks,” “The Man with One Red Shoe,” “Hannah and Her Sisters,” “The Burbs,” “This is My Life,” “When Harry Met Sally,” “Austin Powers,” “Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back,” along with “Charlie Angels II,” “Wonderland,” “Stateside,” “Undiscovered,” “Romancing The Bride,” the upcoming “Cougar Club,” “Fanboys,” as well as previously hosting the Oxygen Network’s popular hit show, “Conversations From The Edge.”  Carrie became a sensation with The New York Times bestseller, “Postcards From The Edge,” for which she won the Los Angeles Pen Award for Best First Novel. Two additional best selling novels “Surrender the Pink” and “Delusions of Grandma” followed. Along with writing ABC Pictures “These Old Broads” for ABC TV, Fisher also wrote the screenplay based on her best seller “Postcards From The Edge,” which starred Meryl Streep and Shirley MacLaine.  She is currently working on a project for John Wells as well as having various other television/film projects in the works. On top of all that, she still finds time to write original pieces and conduct interviews for various leading magazines and newspapers, including Harper’s Bazaar, Vogue, Details, Travel & Leisure, and The New York Times. Ms. Fisher’s fourth and most recent novel, “The Best Awful,” received rave reviews and is out in paperback now.  She is currently adapting “The Best Awful,” with Bruce Cohen & Dan Jinks producing - but if she tells you what studio or network it’s for, she’ll have to kill you. Carrie Fisher’s experience with mental illness and addiction has made her a very popular speaker on the lecture circuit as well.  She has appeared on the Senate floor urging state legislators to increase government funding on medication for people living with mental health issues. She has received dozens of various awards for her courage and commitment to fighting mental illness and the stigmas that are associated with it.  Her outrageous sense of humor makes her an ideal speaker for other compelling issues such as surviving single motherhood and growing up Hollywood with a point of view that few celebrities have. She currently resides in Los Angeles with her daughter, Billie, and other occasional house-guests (like you care):  Sean Lennon, Craig Bierko, Doug Lewis, Michael Rosenbaum, Johnny McKeown, Gloria Crayton, Marianne Faithful, Francois Ravard, Charlie Wessler, Griffin Dunne, Edgar Phillips, James Blunt, Cyndi Sayre, …And Greg Stevens.  Oh…and her mother lives next door to her, as well.
JOSHUA RAVETCH (DIRECTOR)

Joshua Ravetch is a graduate of the Stella Adler Conservatory, New York where he worked with Ms. Adler before returning to Los Angeles to become the Artistic Director at the Stella Adler Conservatory & Theatre West, and where he taught Adler’s signature script interpretation and master scene classes. While there, he directed Ira Levin’s “Deathtrap,” which garnered five Drama Logue Awards including awards for direction and production. Mr. Ravetch’s other directorial credits include, Chekhov’s “The Seagull;” Clifford Odets’ plays, “Waiting for Lefty” and “The Big Knife,” which starred Academy Award nominated, Robert Forster. He also directed John Patrick’s “The Hasty Heart” and the NAACP Image Award nominated, “Love Acts” by Bart Baker at The Coast Playhouse. In addition, Ravetch wrote and directed the critically acclaimed play, “Girders,” which launched the season at The Coast Playhouse. He also wrote and directed “Beacon” with Brooke Shields, which was purchased by Warner Brothers Television as a pilot. Ravetch recently directed a staged presentation of his play “Invention” with Stefanie Powers at the Egyptian Arena Theatre and directed a reading of his play “Off Sides” with Christine Lahti and Robert Forster after developing it with Olympia Dukakis and director Jonathan Lynn here at The Geffen. Ravetch’s most recent play, “Writer’s Cramp,” was just performed as an in-house reading at The Geffen’s Audrey Skirball Kenis Theatre with Holland Taylor, Douglas Sills, Robert Forster and Bill Brochtrup.  Ravetch’s other writing credits include the feature, “Mainland” for Universal Studios, “George’s Diner” for Castlerock, CBS’ “Joan of Arcadia” and “Titan,” a new pilot for TNT. Ravetch also toured with the late-great Shelley Winters conducting a series of seminars on acting, playwrighting and “Old Hollywood.” Mr. Ravetch has been developing Wishful Drinking over the past year with Ms. Fisher and Ms. Painter, and this production marks Ravetch's first on the main stage here at The Geffen Playhouse.
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KIM PAINTER (CO-PRODUCER)

Raised in Maryland, Ms. Painter graduated Salisbury State University with a focus on writing and photography before moving to Los Angeles as a free-lance photographer. Her photos have been featured in publications such as The New York Times. Painter started her Hollywood career at Jerry Bruckheimer Films, and then took a role with Carrie Fisher, where she became the associate producer of "Conversations From The Edge," Carrie Fisher's hit talk show, which ran for three seasons on the Oxygen network. During that time, Painter worked with Fisher on her best selling novel, "The Best Awful," and is assisting in the adaptation of that novel to a limited series, which Painter is currently slated to Associate Produce. Ms. Painter's other credits include the, "AFI Tribute to George Lucas" and the upcoming feature project, "E-Girl" which Painter is attached to co-produce, with Fisher attached to rewrite. Ms. Painter is currently running Ms. Fisher's production company and has been working with Fisher on the development of this show, Wishful Drinking. 

Gerald Sternbach (At the Piano)

Gerald Sternbach is proud to commence his fifth season as the musical director for Reprise! Best of Broadway in Concert Series, in Los Angeles.  He has been nominated for eight Ovation awards, three LA Drama Critic Circle awards and recently won a Garland award from the critics of Backstage West. During the summer of 2005, he made his Los Angeles Philharmonic debut at the Hollywood Bowl as the on-stage pianist for Stephen Sondheim’s 75th Birthday-The Concert, also assisting Paul Gemignani with the music preparation. Jerry has been the associate conductor for “Seven Brides For Seven Brothers,” “Merlin” and “The Tap Dance Kid” (all on Broadway), “Les Miserables” (L.A. premiere company), and was the conductor for the national tour of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s “Song and Dance.” Jerry is also a prominent vocal coach in Los Angeles, and has accompanied such diverse stars as Marilyn Horne, Nancy Wilson, John Lithgow, Kelsey Grammar, Florence Henderson, Carol Burnett and others. Other musical direction credits including a number of benefits including “Divas Simply Singing,” “Les Girls,” “Do Re Mi,” “Two on the Aisle,” “The Perfect Year” and “Something Wonderful” and two benefits featuring the original casts of “A Chorus Line” and “Dreamgirls,” plus “A Hollywood Salute to Broadway,” one of the first AIDS Benefits held in Los Angeles.  As a songwriter/composer, his songs have been heard in ASCAP Rising Songwriter Showcases on both coasts, while also contributing music to the new musical “Heartbeats” (in collaboration with Amanda McBroom). 
ABOUT THE GEFFEN PLAYHOUSE

Awarded the Preservation Award by the Los Angeles Conservancy, the Award of Excellence from the Society of American Registered Architects, and the Architectural Award of Excellence by the Los Angeles Business Council for its acclaimed 2005, $19 million renovation, the Geffen Playhouse begins its 11th season in 2006/2007, enjoying its stature as a leading West Coast theater company and the crown jewel of Los Angeles theater. Noted for its intimacy and celebrated for its eclectic mix of classic and contemporary plays, provocative new works and musicals, the Geffen continues to present a body of work that has garnered national recognition. Named in honor of entertainment mogul and philanthropist David Geffen, who donated one of the largest gifts ever made to an already-constructed theater, the company is headed by Producing Director and President of the Board Gilbert (Gil) Cates, Artistic Director Randall Arney and Managing Director Stephen Eich, and has produced eight world premieres, four Tony, four Pulitzer, and seven Obie-award winning shows in its storied 11 seasons. Proudly associated with UCLA, the Geffen welcomes more than 130,000 patrons each year, and maintains an extensive education and outreach program, designed to engage young people and the community at large in the arts. For more information, please visit geffenplayhouse.com.
EDITORS PLEASE NOTE:

Geffen Playhouse

10886 Le Conte Avenue, Los Angeles (Westwood), CA 90024

across from the UCLA Campus 
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WISHFUL DRINKING  (World premiere)
Written and performed by Carrie Fisher

Directed by Joshua Ravetch

Co-produced by Kim Painter

At the Piano - Gerald Sternbach

Show runs November 7—December 23 2006

Previews: November 7 to November 14

Opening Night: November 15, 2006

Sign Interpreted: November 26, 2006 at 2:00 p.m.

No performance on November 17 or November 23 (Thanksgiving)

Media sponsors: K-Mozart, KCRW-FM and Indie 103.1

Opening Night sponsor: Audi

Production Credits

Designer: Daniel Ionazzi

Production Stage Manager: Mary Michele Miner

Asst. Stage Manager: Susie Walsh

Tickets ($35 to $69) are on sale now at the Geffen Playhouse box office, online at GeffenPlayhouse.com, via credit card phone order at 310.208.5454, at all Ticketmaster outlets (Robinsons May, Tower Records, and Ritmo Latino locations), or by calling Ticketmaster at 213.365.3500. Performances are Tuesdays through Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.; Fridays at 8:00 p.m.; Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.; and Sundays at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Performance times for productions at the Audrey Skirball Kenis Theater at the Geffen Playhouse vary; please visit GeffenPlayhouse.com or call the box office for specific performance times. Student rush tickets are available one hour prior to curtain for $15. For general information or to request a brochure, call 310.208.5454, or visit GeffenPlayhouse.com.

# # #

10.13.06










